1 The Slandeard-Examiner Sunday Fealure Sedion

J
3

T
5|

LL summer long the Europe-bhound
liners have been carrying acros
unprecedentedly
b nambers of American tourists,
8 now these thousands of travelers
o vturning, sadly disillusioned,
Kt by the shameless way they have
robbed, cheated nnd swindled
and firmly determined to be con-
"l‘.mtf!er with “secing America

iﬂ:m:ing 1o hundreds of indignant
8t that ure being told, the Ameyican

%3 marked man from the min-
Bk wilks up the gangplank with
[ @ 8ket 1o Europe in his hand
if be ezeapes with his life and
L 28d even a small fraction of his

h“’}"ﬂ? iself is not so bad, partic-
000 the: Ameriean operated boate
68 here the traveler continually i3

% by clever crooks, who defy the
s efforts of the steams hip officinls
_ them from traveling back and
o0 the great liners.
iternational bandits pose as
men of leisure or prosperous
: They lure their fellow phe-
I erooked eard games and
i n every imaginable way
% Raon ngw drawing to a close they

fleved 1 have reaped a richer har-

“"l! after hu.' landing on the other
"‘“ h:f:urna'. g real troubles begin
s sets fuot on Europesn soil
% 025 the victim of a widespread
Overcharging and graft that
nothing less than robbery of
most shamelese kind,
3 15 the prey of the cleverest
‘L ;‘h"ﬂ"?'i from all over the
1ave flocked to Europe (¢

expense of the

! ]?Tﬁ'kl‘l_: at the

y the charming and tal-
of William A Hrady, the
Mnager, wax robhed of a fur
L ‘-ﬂff Valuables wh
- 44158 Fanpy Ward, the Amer-
v 105 geverg) thousand dol-
Property in broad day-
e fell into the hands t-f'ﬂ

Uffered even
the shrewd and

Lo <IN tray
g, Phn of gh

' and mey|y

eler who does
exorbitant charpes

system of graft gpread over every

place of interest to wvisitors, the
Fiecr1on

eternal tip system, which iz =20 «
as practicnlly to be unavoidahle, and
enormous charges for every last thing
an American might want Some of the
extortion practiced i g0 oulrageous as
to be almost unbelicvible

As soon as the tourists from Americn
begin to arrive the prices for hotel
rooms leap upward, the menus ars
priced as if all the food were oul
of season, and the charzes for
wines pass through a mushroom
development

In Paris there exist two distinet

—as wide apart as the poles—sys-
tems of charges. One is8 for the
native, and the other for the s

itor Several of the hotels quite
frankly show their hands by

ing menus 1 the two languages,
bearing the different prices
An American 15 charged $12
s day for a yoom; a Parisiar
may #leep 1n just as good a
room for $4 a day

One of the methods be-
ing resorted to by un-
scrupulous hotel proprie-
tors in Paria and other
cities to lure American
tourists into their clutches
and squeeze from them
every penny they pos-
sibly can 15 to
advertise that
tipping 1s posi-
tivel y pro-
hibited, To re-
Jieve their
pueste of the
necessity o f
d i g tributing
individual tips
to porters,
chambermuids
woiters, and
other servants they annoulce that o
cherge of ten per cent to cover these
will be added to the amount of the ll

Do these hotels do as taey agrec?
Are no tips demanded when this ten per
cent choarge I8 r-u'id' Not a hit of it,
0% Mrs. Donald Brian, wife of the well
known actor can testify.

Like many another American tourist
Mre. Brian paid the Paris hotel where
whe had been a puest for severil wecks
the added ten per cent charge that was
supposed to cover all tips, Dut as she

‘“After paying ten per
cent of the amount of her hotel bill with

the understanding that this relieved her from all
tipping, she was confronted by a threatening group of waiters,
chambermaids, porters, bellboys, housekeepers, doormen, elevator
operators, and telephone girls who angrily insisted that the ten per
ceat charge was only for the lowest menials of the kitchen and not
for these more distinguished servants.”

Outrageously

4 Gouged By Hotels and

4 Restaurants, Swindled By

4 Bogus Art Dealers and
Plundered By an Army

of Professional Thieves—
No Wonder So Many

4 Travelers Are Return-

mg Disgusted

On the left—
Grace George
famous slage
star and wife
of William A,
Brady, who

*was auout
< leave she was
confronted by

waiters, cham-
bermaids, por-
nousekeepers,
telephone girls
insisted that the
cent she had just paid was only for the
menials of the Kiteben and not
these more distinguished servants.

tipped them all they expected her de-
parture would be made disagreeable.

In vain she protested to the man be-

fund the ten per cent she had paid nor

bold robbers
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that infest 4 g
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da anyvthing to stop the importunities of
the hotel's employecs

Finally, to save herself embarrass-
mesit and possible ill treatment by the
bandits who pr

od about her, she wae
forced to bestow liberal tips on each
angd every one. h

In come Parisian restaurants you are
askal to leave should you fall o eare
for champagne. No other liquid refresh-
ment 18 served and yvou are charged any-
where from 50 to 75 francs and up for a
botile for which your French neighbor
#t the table next you pays only 20
{ranos.

Should you go shopping, the fleccing
you will undergo mukes the methods used
by Jesse Jamos look like the petty. ef-
forta of a third-rate pickpocket. The
Paris shopkeepers seem to have united
to see which of them can gouge Ameri-
cang the most.

A pair of stockings for which you will
pay $LG60 in New York you may pur-
chase at one shop on the Rue de In Paix
for 60 francs; at another shop you will
pay 80 francs for them, and so on. Other

the many tourists who

On the
left—
Fanny
Ward, the
American
actress who
\ was robbed
{ by a Paris
taxicab
bandit
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The way the gullible Americans are
mdled anto paying enormous  price
er  bhogus mastermiece ha 13 il
Mrat to lavghing. We have bought in
the last two years over S0,0D0 landscam

phainied by Corot alone, and hundreds up-

on hundreds of “‘genuine’” Rembrar

Murillos and Velasquezes' are brought
back every year from Eorope by Amer-
ican buyers

The enormous numbers of “untigues™
which are sold, yearly to the jgnorant
visitors would 611 a eity. One FPars
newspaper - printed with glee the an-
nouncement that it wos estimatod that
over 3,000 beds in which Marie Antoi-
nette had slept and over 10,000 harpsi-
chords upon which she had trailed ber
frail fingers existed in prominent places
in America.

In Paris it secems to be granted by
the government that after 7 o'clock at
might every taxicab driver may do his
best to make new history in crime. They
are allowed to charge whatever they
please, and if vou happen to go to the
theater or fo some supper club and are
returning to your hotel by taxi you are
aboul as safa from harm as if you were
on a sinking beat,

If you do not speak French like a
native the fare doubles at each block.
You may pay anywhere from §& to $10
or more to o the distance you have
covered during the day for 70 or BO
cents, This method of getting your
money is too slow for some of the taxi-
cab operators and they do not hesitate

Mrs. Donzld Brizan, the wife of the we!l known actor and one of
5o unoleasant experiences with
Europc’s grasping greed for American dollars

nr they can pet

» and Germany

voean chnege just what they please

of Central Europe, fresh milk and eream

ned milk ean be

dling which the visifor
and humilintions imposed upon
the peltty offick
impased upon almost universally in the
matter of thes

are meted out to them by the

They are mocked at and jeered and made
a national joke by their gullibility and
non-resistance,

enough confessions are coming out to
make it plain that a summer in Europe
15 hardly whkat it is eracked up to be.
B‘-; the very shamelessness of their
methods Euroape's profiteers are killing
American tourist

Lave learned their lesson and it 15 pre-
dicted that next year will see no such
rush to get across the Atlantic as the
season just closing has witnessed,
a result of Europe’s robbery of its visi-
tors, seeing America first promises to
become more popular than ever befare.




